Paul Brandt's Bio

If walked into “The Barn”, the Brand-T Records and Tundra Touring Company base of
operations, you might expect to see trophies, plaques, and statuettes, evidence of
the accolades received by the Most Awarded Male Canadian Country Artist in History.
They are there, but with a twist. The poster from the epic movie "Passion of the
Christ" hangs in the center of it all. "It's great to have the recognition, but it's not
my focus," says Paul Brandt, "It's the purpose and message behind 'The Passion'
that inspires me to make music, tour, and be creative."

Paul Brandt was born in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, and spent many of his formative
years in Airdrie, Alberta, which at the time was still a very small town North of
Calgary. He had an interest in singing from an early age, influenced by the Gospel
music he heard at the church his family attended. At age 13, Paul picked up the
guitar, and immediately began writing his own music, playing the songs he'd write
for family and friends. While pursuing his dream to be a doctor, Paul entered talent
contests as a hobby, including the "Youth Talent Showdown" at the World Famous
Calgary Exhibition and Stampede. On his third try, he was awarded first prize at that
contest, and went on to garner attention from Warner Brothers Records in Toronto,
Canada. Not ready to quit his day-job as an RN at the Alberta Children's Hospital, the
22 year-old turned down Toronto's offer of a record-deal, but told them he'd be
interested in hearing what the Nashville office thought about his music.

"1 still remember coming home to my parents place on that day", says Paul, "My
mom and dad were sitting, stunned, on the living room couch. My dad just pointed at

the answering machine, and said ‘Push the button'.

He pushed it. The voice they heard was that of Paige Levy, famed for discovering
Dwight Yoakam for Reprise Records Nashville. She flew to Calgary to see Paul
perform at the now defunct Longhorn Saloon. He was offered a development deal
that evening, signed the next day, and began making trips to Music City USA,
Nashville, Tennessee.

Within the short time frame of a year, Paul Brandt was making major waves
internationally with his music. His debut album "Calm Before The Storm" was
recognized as Billboard magazine's Best Selling New Male Artist Album of 1996, and
spawned hits "My Heart Has A History" and the #1 charting "l Do", which went on to
become a wedding standard. At the peak of the wedding song's success, Paul met,
fell in love with, and married the love of his life, and now bride of 11 years, Elizabeth
Brandt. After a week-long honeymoon, the couple hit the road together for the next
few years in the bus with their band, Liz singing background vocals on-stage with her
husband. "I Do" was the first song to chart #1 by a male Canadian Country artist
since the days of Hank Snow. 1997 was a banner year at the Juno Awards and
Canadian Country Music Awards. The consequent seven albums created momentum
that has continued to gather steam over the last ten years and set this multi-
platinum selling artist apart as the most-awarded male Canadian Country Artist in
history. Paul has toured North America and Europe, and his music and involvement
with international aid organizations World Vision and Samaritan's and support of the
military has taken him to Ethiopia, Malawi, Uganda, Chile, Belize, South Korea,
Cambodia, Egypt and Bosnia.

In 1997, Brandt, amidst record company and music industry turmoil during the
advent of the Mp3 and online music delivery, left Reprise records due to creative
differences, and ventured out on his own forming Brand-T Records and delivering



2002's ground-breaking live-acoustic album "Small Towns & Big Dreams" producing
hits such as "I'm Gonna Fly" and the title track. During the rise in popularity of
‘Small Towns', In 2003, the Paul Brandt/Steve Rosen penned song "For You" was
recorded for the Mel Gibson movie "We Were Soldiers" soundtrack as a duet by rock
superstar Dave Matthews and the legendary Johnny Cash. This event, and the
success of "Small Towns" continued to confirm Paul Brandt's relevance to Country
Music culture, and his contribution to the rich history of the genre. Now considered
by some in the industry to be a "Nashville outsider"”, such accusations only seemed
to build Brandt's popularity, especially with his rural fan following. The follow up,
platinum-selling studio project "This Time Around" continued the landslide success
for the start-up new label spinning off radio hits "Leavin'™', featuring Keith Urban on
guitar courtesy of Capitol Records, "Rich Man", "Alberta Bound", and the re-make of
the 1974 C.W MccCall classic, "Convoy". The most recent album, "Risk", has
continued the independent label's success buy taking home the 2008 Juno for
'Country Recording of the Year'. The first three Brand-T studio projects were co-
produced by Paul Brandt and his long-time music partner Steve Rosen. The 2006
Christmas release "A Gift" was also honored as the 'Seasonal Recording of the Year'
by the Canadian GMA.

After a nine-year stint in Nashville, TN, the Alberta-born-and-raised artist, and his
wife Elizabeth, made a path for home. "The Internet has revolutionized music. It
not only allows me to live wherever | want to, but it let's me reach people like never
before. | look forward to continuing to develop paulbrandt.com as a ‘living album’
that let's me stay in touch with my fans," says Brandt. "l don't take the credit for
where | am in my career. | truly believe that God has blessed it with the support of
my fans and friends. Liz and | still have dear friends and creative connections with
Nashville; the latest album, ‘Risk' was recorded there, but there's no place like
Alberta. There's no place like home." Brandt and his wife and son Joseph
currently reside in the foothills of the Canadian Rocky Mountains to the west of
Calgary. They enjoy hiking, fly-fishing, and most outdoor pursuits, and are
passionate about their involvement with the Alberta Children's Hospital, Samaritan's
Purse, The Bridgeworks Foundation, and Centre Street Church in Calgary.



